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Preface
The21st British Combinatorial Conferencewasheld at theUniversity of Reading from9 to 13 July 2007. It attracted around
225 participants. The Rado Lecture was given by Béla Bollobás, and the other invited speakers were Richard Brualdi, Darryn
Bryant, Maria Chudnovsky, Mike Grannell and Terry Griggs (a joint talk), Johan Håstad, James Hirschfeld, Keith Martin and
Stéphan Thomassé. In addition, there were about 190 contributed 20-minute talks. The texts of the nine invited lectures are
collected in a volume [1] which was distributed to participants at the conference. This present volume contains a selection
of the contributed papers, together with research problems presented at the conference.
In addition to the talks, therewas a problem session chaired by Peter Cameron, ameeting of the Institute of Combinatorics
and its Applications, at which a Hall medal was presented to Darryn Bryant, and the usual business meeting. Social events
included a reception on Monday evening, a concert performed by delegates on Tuesday evening (in a rare feat of musical
combinatorics, the rota ‘‘Sumer is icumen in’’, taken from an ancient manuscript produced by the monks of Reading Abbey,
was sung in 4 parts), and the conference dinner, with musical accompaniment, on Thursday. Also, onMonday evening there
was a guided walking tour of places of interest nearby, and on Wednesday afternoon an excursion to Windsor.
The thanks of all participants are due to Anthony Hilton, Matthew Johnson, John Talbot, Matthew Henderson and their
colleagues for organizing such a successful conference. Thanks are also due to Peter Cameron for editing the research
problems, as well as to my fellow editors, Terry Griggs, Jan van den Heuvel, Stephanie Perkins, Bridget Webb and Vadim
Zverovich, for all their hard work in producing this volume.
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